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27th January 2017 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

Year 3  

It has been a very busy week for all pupils in years 3 and 4. On Monday Year 3 were treated to 

a visit from a very special guest, the historical figure of Sir Ernest Shackleton. He came to talk 

to the children about the sad tale of the failed Trans-Antarctic expedition of 1914-16. He told 

them all about his ship, Endurance, and how it became icebound throughout an entire 

Antarctic winter before being mercilessly crushed by the shifting ice. He then recounted the 

exciting tale of the rest of the adventure that led to their daring rescue mission. Year 3 were 

most relieved to learn that not one single life was lost during the entire expedition. Fortunately, 

this incredible story was well documented by Frank Hurley the official photographer, and 

Shackleton shared some of these pictures with the children. Pupils asked Sir Ernest 

Shackleton many interesting questions and they all agreed that this is truly one of the most 

remarkable survival stories of all time and a wonderful marvelous middle to their topic Ice 

Worlds. 

 

As part of this topic, Year 3 scientists were set the exciting challenge of testing food items 

similar to those that might have been found in Shackleton’s huts during his Antarctic 

expeditions. The children visited one of the Prep School’s science laboratories to investigate 

reversible and irreversible changes when foods such as butter, egg and chocolate are heated. 

 

The children were also inspired by a visit from Mr Greaves during which he spoke about the 

marathon he completed at the North Pole. The children were taken on a fascinating visual 

journey from Bromsgrove to the Arctic Circle and had the opportunity to ask Mr Greaves lots of 

questions about the hostile environment he encountered. Thank you to Mr Greaves for 

providing such a wonderful learning opportunity to our youngest pupils. 

 

Shaylors  

Pupils from Years 3 and 4 were very excited to visit the site of the ongoing Cobham building 

project at the Prep School this week. They enjoyed looking at the crane and learning about how 

it works, trying on safety clothing such as hi-vis jackets and hard hats, and hearing all about 

what will be happening over the coming months. Many thanks to Gary and the rest of the 

construction team from the Shaylor Group for inviting them; we are all looking forward to using 

the new facilities when the project has been completed. 
 

Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evenings 

The staff were pleased to meet with all parents of pupils in Year 8 this week to discuss their child’s 

progress so far this year. 

 

Half-term holiday 

 Please note: we break up for half-term on Friday 10th February and school is closed for one week. 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at 3.50pm, Years 7 and 8 at 4.30pm, School closes at 4.30pm.  
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 There will be no school transport to take children home after the morning run.  If you use school 

transport to take your child home, please make alternative arrangements. 

 

Page House Parents Consultation Afternoon, Sports Hall 4.30pm 

There is a parents’ consultation afternoon for all parents and guardians of boarders, who have not already 

attended a parents’ consultation event, at 4.30pm in the Sports Hall on Friday 10th. 

 

Uniform Exchange 

The exchange will be open every Monday 4.00-5.00pm during term time although this may be subject to 

volunteer availability.  The Uniform Exchange is based in the old Bromsgrove Police Station, The Crescent 

B60 2DF. 

 

LAMDA Examinations 

The LAMDA examinations will be taking place on Monday 30th January in Maple 15. The timings are on 

the board outside Maple. Pupils should arrive 15 minutes before their allotted time. 

 

Saturday Activities 

Airfix models is cancelled.  All other activities will be running as normal – however some will be dependent 

on the weather. 

 

Years 5 – 8 girls hockey training is on tomorrow (weather permitting) from 10.45am – 12 midday. In the 

case of bad weather and we need to cancel, a clarion call will be sent out to all parents by 10.00am. 

Alternative arrangements will be made at school for those children who need to stay until 12.00pm. 

 

Fine Diners 

Congratulations to this week’s Years 3 and 4 Fine Diners: William Shirley, Katherine Dwenger, Lucas 

Mein, Pippa Dodworth, William Holroyd, Tom Lea, Joseph Billig, Eva Mein, Tristan Shaylor, Avneesh Mahal, 

Alice Wilson-Marsh, Aoife O’Donnell, Aidan McGarry. 

 

Sport 

Boys 

On Saturday, Daniel Goodwin, Year 8, ran for the Year 9 District team and he finished in 53rd position 

out of 80 boys in the U15 county cross country championships. This was a great achievement especially 

as Daniel was competing against older competitors. 

 

On Monday the U10A hockey team defeated Solihull School but sadly the U11A team lost their match. 

On Wednesday the U13A, U13B, U12B, U12C teams all won away at The Dragon while the U12D team 

drew. The U13C and U13D teams travelled away to play Denstone College. The U11A team defeated 

Winchester House at home and the U11C team drew. The U10 teams all found the going very tough at 

home to The Dragon. 

 

Girls 

On Saturday afternoon the U13A girls travelled to Foremarke Hall for an Invitational netball tournament. 

The girls played in a round robin format against Spratton Hall and won 10 - 2, Kings High Warwick 8 - 6, 

we lost against Foremarke 4 - 6 and beat Witham Hall 12 - 4. Despite losing to Foremarke, we were tied 

on points with Kings High Warwick. The result came down to goals for and fortunately we had scored two 

more goals than Warwick throughout the afternoon and therefore Bromsgrove were the overall winners 

of the tournament. 

 

On Wednesday the U11 girls competed in their County hockey tournament. In their first match they faced 

tough opposition playing against RGS The Grange; Bromsgrove fought hard and defended well but 

unfortunately lost 1-0. They then played Malvern St James and won 3-0. Bromsgrove continued to improve 

and won their final game 1-0 against Kings St Albans, which meant that Bromsgrove finished in second 

place overall and will progress through to the Midlands Finals. Many congratulations to all the girls who 

played. 
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Pupil News 

Congratulations to Izzy Jones, Beth Lawson, Hannah Lawson and Katie Rolph on being selected for 

Worcestershire Under 13 Worcester County Hockey. A super achievement. 

 

Lost property  

Bethan Lawson - school coat 

Joseph White -  blazer 

Jack Warner – 2 school jumpers 

Elliott Baillie – school waterproof  

Joshua Graesser – school waterproof 

Daisy Grey – blazer 

Megan Wilson – skort 

Tristan Shaylor -  1 pair of tortoiseshell glasses 

Tom Lea – tracksuit bottoms 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jacqui Deval-Reed 

Headmistress 


